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The Indiana Department on Environmental Management (IDEM) issued a Notice of 

Violation and Proposed Agreed Order with the Indiana Transportation Museum on 

April 11, 2018. The notice states that IDEM has conducted an investigation of the 

Forest Park site leased to ITM and made a preliminary determination that violations 

of environmental management rules and law exist. In the notice, the State of Indiana 

makes the following statements (as noted during its inspections on June 9 and 

November 9, 2017): 

 

 Respondent (ITM) did not make hazardous waste determinations on 

approximately 1,060 items, which were solid wastes generated by Respondent. 

Numerous items were determined to be hazardous wastes prior to the second 

inspection. 

 

 Respondent failed to notify the Commissioner of hazardous waste generator, 

storage and disposal activities. Specifically, Respondent had generated and 

accumulated materials identified as hazardous wastes prior to obtaining a 

hazardous waste generator identification number.  

 

 Respondent failed to properly manage spills to minimize a release to the 

environment. Specifically, numerous spills and releases were noted during the 

June 9, 2017 inspection. Several of the released materials were hazardous waste. 

 

 Respondent did not store hazardous waste in containers that were in good 

condition.  

 

 Respondent failed to properly manage numerous hazardous waste containers. 

Specifically, several containers had degraded in the sun or were damaged from 

excessive cold. 

 

 Respondent failed to conduct weekly inspections of areas where containers were 

stored.  
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 Respondent accumulated hazardous waste on-site without a permit, and failed to 

clearly mark hazardous waste containers with accumulation start dates. 

Specifically, there were no “start of accumulation” dates on any containers at the 

June 9, 2017 inspection.  

 

 Respondent failed to mark hazardous waste containers with the words 

“Hazardous Waste.” Specifically, no containers were marked with the words 

“Hazardous Waste.” 

 

 The number and amount of solid and hazardous wastes generated and 

accumulated at the site for a prolonged period of time, without proper waste 

determinations, indicated that Respondent’s staff were not properly trained. 

 

 Respondent deposited or caused and/or allowed the deposit of contaminants 

and/or solid waste upon the land in a method which the board determines to be 

unacceptable. 

 

 Respondent did not designate an emergency coordinator or post emergency 

information. 

 

 The civil penalty amount noted in the proposed Agreed Order ($39,375) contains 

a preliminary penalty figure for settlement discussion purposes only and is based 

on penalty calculations associated with the alleged violations set forth in the 

Notice of Violation. 

 

This Notice of Violations and Proposed Agreed Order supports the City of 

Noblesville’s claim that ITM improperly managed and mismanaged chemicals, 

hazardous waste and other potentially harmful items at Forest Park – 

revealing a systemic culture of operating with no regard for the well-being of 

the property. 

The State of Indiana also phrases “hazardous wastes” repeatedly in this 

document, which counters the ITM’s claim that the city “trumped up” charges 

against them in the initial report disclosure and the city’s investigation was 

nothing more than a conspiracy against them. 

The investigation in soil borings and ground water testing will continue in 

May 2018 and a final report will be submitted this summer. For the sake of 

the community, the Forest Park property and the ground water supply; the 

City is hopeful that the results are of minimal impact but will remain diligent 

to ensure a full and complete investigation is done to protect these invaluable 

resources. 
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